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Comparison of Excell™ to Monensin on Growth, Feed Intake and
Feed Efficiency During a 42-day Backgrounding Study

John B. Hall and Wayne Smith
University of Idaho, Nancy M. Cummings REEC

All-Natural Excell™ Out Performs Monensin

A 42-day backgrounding calf trial at
the University of Idaho showed .23
pounds ADG improvement over
monensin fed calves when Excell™
was included in the liquid
supplement.
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At the time of the trial, this extra
gain was worth $15.32 net return
per steer. Feed efficiency data
indicates all-natural Excell
performed equally to slightly better
compared to monensin fed steers.

L
et

160 cross bred steers were blocked by weight and breed and randomly assigned to one of
two liquid supplement treatments. The Monensin treatment was fed at the rate of 200 mg
per hd per day and the Excell™ liquid treatment was fed at 5 grams per hd per day. Cattle
were fed ad lib on a diet consisting 75% ground alfalfa hay, 10% cracked corn, 10% wheat
middlings, and 5% liquid supplement.

Trial Results
Initial Wt. Final Wt. ADG DMI
Treatment (Ibs.) (Ibs.) (bs./day)  (Ibs./day) F:G)
Excell 687.0 £ 8.6 828.0+9.7 3.36+0.07 23.4+0.36 6.96 +£0.15
Ionophore 685.2 £ 8.5 816.4+9.6 3.13+0.07 22.4+0.36 7.16+0.15
Difference (Ibs.) 1.8 11.6 0.23 1.0 0.2
P-value 0.89 04 0.01 0.05 0.15
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The All-Natural Fermentation Product with lonophore Performance

Excell™, an all-natural lactobacillus fermentation product, helps to support rumen function, intake
and performance. Recent in vitro studies at the University of Idaho indicate Excell™ and Monensin
have simiiliar fermentation characteristics and this in vivo study was designed to compare the
performance of steers fed Excell™ or Monensin during a 45-day backgrounding trial.

Results

Steers fed Excell™ liquid at 5 grams per head per
day gained .23 Ibs. more per day, (7.3%) than the
Monensin fed steers and total gain was 9.8 pounds
(7.5%) more than the Monensin group over the 42-
day feeding period.

Dry matter intake for the Excell™ fed steers was
23.4 |bs. per day compared to 22 .3 Ibs. per day for
the Monensin group or a 4.5 % increase.

The Feed:Gain ratio for the Excell™ group was 6.96
(2.7%) less compared to 7.16 for the Monensin
group. Although the Excell™ fed steers consumed 1
pound more dry matter per day, the additional .23
pounds of ADG improved the Feed:Gain ratio by
2.7% over the Monensin treatment.

The performance benefit of feeding Excell™ in the
backgrounding ration provided a positive economic
return of $ 15.32 per steer which is an 8:1 return on
investment over the value of Monensin.

Based upon the results of this study, Excell™ is a
viable all-natural alternative to Monensin.
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