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Like other ranchers in South Dakota,
Delbert Fast has fought early calf
mortality caused by cryptosporidiosis
(crypto) every spring. For several
years, calves started scouring at 7 to
10 days of age with up to 50% of his
calf crop being affected. Calves were
treated individually with electrolytes to
prevent dehydration and even with
treatment, he lost 25 of 225 calves in
2017. The diagnosis was confirmed as
crypto with a laboratory submission by
veterinarian Dr. Murray Ketteler.

"I tried everything available, but crypto
just continued to cost me lots of money

with lost calves, treatment products and labor", Delbert reports. So, when
presented with an opportunity to trial a new product, Procrypt, he felt he had
nothing to lose. A program was put together with a protein mineral formulation
containing Procrypt fed free choice (intended dosage was 10 to 15 grams of
Procrypt per day per head). Delbert started feeding in early December before his
calving season started on March 20, 2018.

All involved in the trial were anxious for the results and were pleased to continue
hearing Delbert report "things are going well" as calving season progressed.
After his normal 60 days of calving Delbert reported he had no calf scouring and
no mortality due to crypto! (He treated 3 calves for milk scours that were on

nurse cows).

“I'm well satisfied with the Procrypt
and will be sure to use it again next
year" reports Delbert. He plans to start
with the formulation on November 15
and will continue until mid-May.
Delbert calculates that by decreasing
mortality by three calves, he will have
paid for the treatment of his entire 225
cow herd. Additional benefits include
the improved performance (and profit)
of healthier calves at weaning and
reduced cost of labor and treatment

products.

DISTRIBUTORS

% Calf Mortality

2017

2018

PO Box 150
Murtaugh, ID 83344
800-388-3659
www.keyag.com



